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Honorebls Thads Be Grandler
Qonu Atto

Dear Sirt
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"The Court shall have power to £1ll vacan-
cies in the office ofs County Judze, County
Clerk, Sheriff, County Attorney, County Tressurer,
Oounty Surveyor, County Hide Inspsotor, Assessor
of Taxes, Colleotor of Texes, Justices of the
Peace, Constables, end County Superintendeant of
Public Instruetion. Such veoancles shall bdbe
filled by @ majority vete of the menbers of
8ald Court, present and voting, snd the person
chosen shall hold offioce until the next -enersl
elesetion.”

Article 2927, Revised Olvil Statutes, 1925, provides:

"No perscn shall be eligible to any Stats,
gounty, precinet or munioipal office in tuis
State unlsss he shall be eligible to hold office
under the Constitution of this State, andi unlezs
he shall have resided in this 3Btats for the
periocd of twelve months and six months in the
county, preocinct, or munieipality, in which he
orfers himeslf os a candidate, next precsding
any geheral or spocial election, end shall have
been an actual bona ride citizen of sald county,
preoinoty or munloipallity for more than six
months, No person 1ligible to hold oiflce
shall ever have hls name placed upon the dallot
at any general or speolal electlon, or at any
primary election whsre candidates are selectoed
undey primary election lows of tnis Btate; and
‘no such inelfigible csndidste shall ever bde
voted upon, aor have votes gounted for hinm, at
any such zensrs}, special, or primary elsotion.”

It is to be observed thut there is no rejuirement
in the avove ztatutory and constltutional provisians that a
porson aust have a poll tax Yefore he 1ls qualified %o acoept
the ofrice of justioe of the peace wnen tendesed Wi, JFurther,
we have been unsbles to find any such require:ent in any of the
Jawa of ihls Stave with regard to tals particular olfice.

The nature and purposs of a poll tax ia that of &
necessary prereguisite to the right of certaln desiznated
"classes to vote, Unless otherwlse providsd, the office of
the poll tax is not that of & necessary prerequisiss to
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haldi.ns office. The law governing the sitwation now before
us oontnins no smeh provision,

Acoordingly, it is our opinion ane yOou 4re 8o
advised, that a person need not have paii 1l tex in
rdor to qualify for the offioce of jut&.co the peace.

Trusting that the above answers your inquiry, we

remain
' Yours very truly
ATTORMEY GINZRAL OF TRIAS
I.loyd Am'trong
By
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